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The recycled materials industry is the backbone of U.S. manufacturing.
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A Major U.S. Export Industry

Recycled materials collected and processed in the U.S. are sold to
manufacturers both domestically and abroad who turn them into

new products. International demand drives nearly one-third of the
industry’s economic activity.

Recycled materials rank among the nation’s largest commodity
exports—comparable to exports such as grain, cotton, timber,

and petroleum.

U.S. recyclers produce more than domestic manufacturers need,
making the surplus available to international buyers and
supporting American businesses.

Recycled Materials
Association

Sustainable. Resilient. Essential.

Funding Communities Across America

The recycled materials industry sends nearly $21 billion a year to federal,
state, and local governments—funding the schools, roads, public safety,
and essential services that residents in every state depend on.
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Economic Impact in Every State

The recycled materials industry supports jobs and economic activity in
every state—from large industrial regions to small rural communities.

In each state, the direct contribution of recycling businesses is
complemented by the companies that supply those businesses and
the broader communities where recycling workers live and spend.

Explore economic impact data for your state and congressional district:

recycledmaterials.org/our-impact






