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State of Play on Tariffs 
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What is Currently On Pause
• Reciprocal tariffs on approx. 75 countries for 90 days to allow for 

negotiations. 

What is Currently Not on Pause
• Universal 10 percent tariff on almost all imports from most countries.

• Emergency border tariffs on Canada, Mexico and China.

• Reciprocal tariffs on imports from China.

• Section 232 tariffs on steel, aluminum, autos and auto parts. 



Duty-Free Access to U.S. Market
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Average U.S. Import Tariff Rate on Goods
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Reciprocal Tariff Action 
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• Universal Baseline – across-the-board 10 percent duty 

◦ Imposed on April 5th on all countries, except for Canada and Mexico

◦ Likely to remain in place for all countries – unlikely up for negotiation 

• Reciprocal Tariffs – duty on top of 10 percent baseline 

◦ Currently on pause for 90 days, but will impact approximately 75 countries

◦ Most products, including certain recycled materials, such as recycled steel 

and recycled aluminum, but excludes goods subject to other tariffs or 

energy/critical mineral products not available in the U.S. 

◦ Negotiations with foreign governments mostly focused on these tariffs.



In-Transit Exceptions to Universal Tariff
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• In order to qualify for an in-transit exception from universal 

baseline tariffs, goods must have been:

◦ Loaded onto a vessel at port of loading and in transit on the final 

mode of transport before 12:01am EDT on April 5, 2025,

AND

◦ Entered for consumption into the U.S. before 12:01am EDT on 

May 27, 2025.



Reciprocal Duty Rates on Top U.S. Suppliers
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Reciprocal Duty RatesU.S. Imports of Recycled Materials
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Exclusions from Reciprocal Tariffs 
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Six specific types of exclusions from the reciprocal tariffs:

1. Articles subject to 50 USC 1702(b);

2. Steel/aluminum articles and auto/auto parts already subject to 

Section 232 tariffs;

3. Copper, pharmaceutical, semiconductors and lumber articles;

4. All articles that may become subject to future 232 action;

5. Bullion; and

6. Energy and other certain minerals not available in the U.S. 



Annex II – Relevant Exclusions 
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DescriptionHTS Code
Sawdust and wood waste and scrap, pellets4401.31.00
Sawdust and wood waste and scrap, agglomerated, excluding wood pellets, wood 
briquettes and artificial fire logs4401.39.42
Other wood waste and scrap, not agglomerated, other than sawdust4401.49.00
Platinum waste and scrap, incl. metal clad w/ platinum, excluding sweepings containing 
other precious metals,
other than goods of e-waste heading 8549

7112.92.01

Stainless steel waste and scrap7204.21.00
Copper spent anodes; copper waste & scrap containing less than 94% by weight of copper7404.00.30
Copper, waste and scrap containing 94% or more by weight of copper7404.00.60
Zinc, waste and scrap7902.00.00
Tin, waste and scrap8002.00.00
Tungsten waste and scrap8101.97.00
Magnesium, waste and scrap8104.20.00
Cobalt waste and scrap8105.30.00
Titanium waste and scrap8108.30.00
Antimony waste and scrap8110.20.00
Chromium waste and scrap8112.22.00
Rhenium, waste and scrap8112.41.10



Emergency Border Tariffs (IEEPA) 

10

• Several questions related to auditing by CBP on USMCA-compliant 
goods from Canada and Mexico.

• USMCA preference may be claimed on unconditionally free tariff 
items, but how will CBP verify that these materials were collected, 
either pre- or post-consumer in the USMCA region? 



Chinese Retaliation on Reciprocal Tariffs 
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April 2nd – President Trump imposes 34 percent reciprocal tariff on all 
Chinese imports. Stacks on top of existing 20 percent tariffs. 

April 4th – China announces retaliatory tariff of 34 percent on all U.S. exports 
and imposes export ban on certain rare earth minerals. 

April 7th – President Trump announces further escalation, increasing effective 
rate on Chinese imports to 104 percent (which is 84 percent + 20 percent).  

April 9th – China increases retaliation on all U.S. exports to 84 percent. 

April 9th – President Trump increases reciprocal tariff rate on Chinese imports 
to 125 percent, for total burden of 145 percent. 



U.S. Exports of Recycled Materials to China
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Other Retaliatory Tariff Measures
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• Emergency border tariffs – on Canada, Mexico and China
◦ China targeted retaliation against initial 10-20 percent tariffs, including export 

controls on certain critical minerals.

◦ Canada slaps import tariffs on $30B CAD initially, released $125B CAD proposed 
list, but has not moved forward yet on that retaliation. 

• Steel and aluminum – on all countries 
◦ Canada imposes $30B CAD on U.S. exports of steel/aluminum products 

◦ EU announced, then suspended, €21B retaliation against U.S. exports of some 
ag, manufactured goods, steel, aluminum and other politically-sensitive goods. 

◦ Does not include U.S. recycled material exports. 



Proposed Action on China Shipbuilding
• Significant fees outlined in the proposed action, including:

◦ $1 million fee per U.S. port call on Chinese vessel operators;

◦ $1.5 million fee per U.S. port call for Chinese-built vessels; and 

◦ Additional service fee instituted on each U.S. port call by vessel operators, 
regardless of nationality/vessel flag, if those operators have vessels on order 
from Chinese shipyards.

• Seven-year phase-in of commercial cargo preference:

◦ Beginning first year, 1 percent of U.S. exports required to be carried by U.S.-
flagged vessels, increasing to 15 percent by year seven

• Align with comments by President Trump to spur U.S. shipbuilding 
and support competitiveness of the U.S. maritime industry. 
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• Senate voted to express disapproval of the emergency border tariffs 
on Canadian imports, with bipartisan vote of 51-48, seeking to end 
national emergency. But House is unlikely to take up the Resolution.

• Introduction of bipartisan legislation to reassert Congressional 
authority over tariff and trade measures. 

• Tariffs have defenders in both political parties, so never a guarantee 
a new President would immediately reverse every tariff action.

• Court of public opinion and Wall Street. 

What’s Next? What are the Off-Ramps? 



Topics for Next Trade and Tariff Talk 

• March 27th – Emergency Border Tariffs, Reciprocal Tariffs, Copper 232

• April 3rd – Announcements from April 2nd

• April 10th – Reciprocal Tariffs Pause, Next Steps in Port Fee Actions 

• April 17th – TBD

• Thursdays Beyond – As Necessary 

17



Member Resources
www.recycledmaterials.org/trade 
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Member Alerts and Communications
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Thank You

Adam Shaffer
VP, International Trade & Global Affairs

ashaffer@recycledmaterials.org

202-662-8532


