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Overview of Trade and Tariff Talk 

• Timeline of Trade/Tariffs Year-to-Date 

• Emergency border tariffs (IEEPA) on Canada, Mexico and China 

• Reciprocal tariffs

• Section 232 investigation on copper imports 

• What’s Next? 

• Resources 
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Timeline of Trade/Tariffs Year-to-Date
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Jan. 20
President 
Trump 

Announces 
America 

First Trade 
Agenda

Feb. 1
Launches 

IEEPA 
tariffs on 
Canada, 
Mexico 

and 
China

Feb. 3
Agrees to 
30-day 

pause for 
tariffs on 
Canada 

and 
Mexico

Feb. 4 
10% 
IEEPA 
Tariff 

Imposed 
on 

Chinese 
Imports 

Feb 10
Announces 

Plan to Fully 
Re-Impose 
Section 232 
Steel and 
Aluminum 

Tariffs on all 
countries

Feb 13
Issues plan 

for 
“reciprocal 

tariffs”

Feb 25 
Instructs 
DOC to 

evaluate 
national 
security 
effects of 
copper 
imports

Mar 4
25% 

tariffs on 
Canada 

and 
Mexico go 
into effect, 
increases 
duty rate 

to 20% for 
China

Mar 6
Delays IEEPA 

tariffs on 
Canada and 

Mexican 
imports that 
meet USMCA 
origination

Mar 12
Fully 

restores 
steel and 
aluminum 

tariffs

Apr 2
Next 
Steps 

Expected



Highest Average Tariff Rate Since 1946
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Auto Tariffs Announced Yesterday
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• President Trump announced yesterday he will impose 25 percent 
tariffs on autos and auto part imports from all countries and goes 
into effect on Thursday, April 3rd at midnight. 

• Increases overall U.S. duties on autos to 27.5 percent (from 2.5 
percent) and light trucks to 50 percent (from 25 percent). 

• White House is using authority from his first term that found 
auto/auto parts imports threatened to impair U.S. national security, 
but never acted upon this finding. 
◦ Likely will be challenged in the Courts, because Section 232 has time limitations 

for when actions must be taken as part of investigation. 
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• Key provisions of Presidential Proclamation include:

◦ USMCA-compliant auto parts will remain tariff-free until Secretary 
of Commerce, alongside CBP, establishes procedures for a process 
to apply tariffs to non-U.S. content;

◦ Directs the Secretary of Commerce to establish procedures for 
including additional auto parts in the scope of the tariffs within 90 
days; and 

◦ Includes limitations on the treatment of goods admitted to foreign 
trade zones (FTZs) and prohibits claims for duty drawback. 

Auto Tariffs Announced Yesterday



Emergency Border Tariffs (IEEPA) 

• President Trump imposed emergency tariffs to address border issues.

◦ 10% tariff on all Chinese imports went into effect February 4 and doubled on 
March 4. This tariff “stacks” onto other China tariffs, such as Section 301. 

◦ 25% tariff on all Canadian and Mexican imports initially paused for one month, 
but went into effect on March 4. Additional one-month delay for USMCA-
compliant goods. 

◦ Lower 10% tariff on select Canadian energy and critical mineral imports.

• China and Canada have both announced retaliatory measures.

◦ Chinese retaliation includes export restrictions on certain critical minerals.

◦ Canadian retaliation includes 3-week consult period on second list of retaliation, 
which lists significant volumes of U.S. exports of recycled materials. 
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Emergency Border Tariffs (IEEPA) 
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• Current exemption for USMCA compliant imports from 
Canada and Mexico began March 7. 

• Imports must claim USMCA origination to qualify for 
exemption. Importers typically can claim one of two types 
of treatment:
1. Most-favored nation (MFN) duty, which applies to all countries, for recycled 

materials is generally 0 percent duty. 

2. USMCA origination, applies only to recycled materials collected (pre- or post-
consumer) within North America and requires Certification of Origin. 

• For imports from March 4-6, CBP will not be refunding 
duties paid. 



Implementing Instructions – USMCA 
Treatment
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Proposed Canadian Retaliatory Tariffs
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Proposed Canadian Retaliatory Tariffs
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Proposed Canadian Retaliatory Tariffs
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Proposed Canadian Retaliatory Tariffs
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Expectations for Reciprocal Tariffs
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Reciprocal Tariff Actions

• White House expected to provide significant clarity on broad-scale 
tariffs and trade policies during announcements expected on 
Wednesday, April 2nd. 

• Reciprocal tariffs had initially been viewed as leveling the playing 
field by imposing identical tariff rates for imports from trading 
partners – a “one-for-one tariff” where duties match that country’s 
import tariff on the same product. 

• President often cites the EU import tax for autos (10 percent) 
compared to U.S. import duty (2.5 percent) as being unfair. 
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Reciprocal Tariff Actions

• According to media reports, this process is narrowing in on the 
roughly 10-15 major trading partners that run trade deficits with the 
U.S. 
◦ Early estimates indicate up to 90 percent of U.S. imports could be subject to 

reciprocal tariffs.

• Process of administering a line-by-line HTSUS system for every U.S. 
trading partner would be extremely daunting. 

• Evaluating more than just import duty rates – looking at other non-
tariff measures, such as licensing requirements, trade restrictions, 
permitting, VAT, etc. – to arrive at a duty-level. 
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Section 232 Copper Investigation

• President Trump announced that Commerce Department 
will investigate national security implications of copper 
imports under Section 232.

◦ While Commerce has 270 days to reports its findings back to the 
White House, the comment period closes April 1st and then the 
President will decide whether to take action. 

◦ Recycled copper included in the scope of this inquiry.

◦ Export controls included as a potential recommendation if copper 
imports threaten U.S. national security, alongside tariffs and 
domestic-focused incentives.

17



Potential Sectoral Tariffs
• Key administration trade officials have discussed sectoral-specific 

tariff programs, including, but not limited to:

◦ Semiconductors 

◦ Pharmaceuticals 

◦ Critical minerals

◦ Agricultural products

◦ Lumber 

• Timeline remains unclear, with conflicting messaging about whether 
these would be announced (1) before April 2nd; (2) on April 2nd; or 
(3) after April 2nd. 
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Topics for Next Trade and Tariff Talk 

• March 27th – Emergency Border Tariffs, Reciprocal Tariffs, Copper 232

• April 3rd – Announcements from April 2nd, likely reciprocal tariffs 

• April 10th – TBD

• April 17th – TBD

• Thursdays Beyond – As Necessary 
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Member Resources
www.recycledmaterials.org/trade 
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Member Alerts and Communications
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Thank You

Adam Shaffer
VP, International Trade & Global Affairs

ashaffer@recycledmaterials.org

202-662-8532


